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Re: Proposed Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations (New Classes of Cannabis) and Proposed
Order Amending Schedules 3 and 4 to the Cannabis Act

Dear Mr. Costen,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into changes Cannabis Regulations and Cannabis Act
required in order to include three new classes of cannabis: edibles, extracts and topicals.  The following
comments respond to the current public consultation on behalf of members of the Canadian Life and
Health Insurance Association (CLHIA).

The CLHIA is a voluntary trade association with member companies that account for 99 percent of
Canada's life and health insurance business. In Canada, at the end of 2017, the life and health insurance
industry provided more than 25 million Canadians with private supplementary health insurance and paid
out $25.5 billion in benefits.

Coverage by employers for medical cannabis has grown over the past year.  While there is brief mention
of medical cannabis in the Proposed Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations, we assume, based
on the information provided, that the inclusion of medical cannabis in a different form will not have any
impact on the current prescribing process by physicians and nurse practitioners, nor on the current
dispensing process through licensed producers.  If this is not the case, there may be unintended
consequences that would be important to understand.

As information, insurers often refer to documents produced throughout the prescribing and dispensing
process in order to validate medicinal use and ensure that quantities being claimed and aligned with
regulations.
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Outside the proposed regulations we’d urge that Health Canada ensure the current “Information for
Health Care Practitioners – Medical Use of Cannabis” Is updated to include the new formats.

We would be pleased to discuss any of the issues raised and suggestions made in this submission in
more detail at your convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Original Sign by:

Joan Weir

Director, Health and Disability Policy


